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Cleaning Hot Tubs




Cleaning Hot Tubs
Purpose
This Safe Work Practice explains how to safely clean, maintain, and refill a hot tub
This procedure supports employer and worker duties under the Workers Compensation Act.
Know Your Responsibilities
Employers Must
· Provide a safe workplace and equipment
· Identify, assess, and control hazards
· Train and supervise workers in safe practices
· Maintain SWPs, emergency procedures, and safety policies
· Investigate and report incidents
Workers Must
· Follow safe work practices and procedures
· Wear and use required PPE
· Report hazards or unsafe conditions
· Participate in training and drills
· Work safely to protect self and others
What Could Go Wrong?
· Chemical burns or irritation from cleaning products
· Eye injury from splashes or fumes
· Slips from wet floors
· Exposure to chemical vapors or concentrated cleaners
Before You Start
· Be trained and authorized 
· Take time to assess the situation and plan your approach
· Close the hot tub to guests
· Confirm all cleaning chemicals and PPE are ready
· Ensure good ventilation in the hot tub area
· Clear floors and remove obstacles around the tub 
Required PPE
· Respirator mask
· Eye protection
· Rubber gloves
· Non-slip footwear 

Safe Work Steps
1. Close the hot tub to guests
2. Close the steam valve carefully
3. Drain the hot tub completely following manufacturer's instructions
4. Put on personal protective equipment
5. Follow cleaning steps according to product instructions
6. Rinse the walls, tiles, and corners with cold running water for 5 minutes
7. Clean up any leftover water on the floor and under mats
8. Remove hair and lint from the hot tub grates and the skimmer
9. Dry the hot tub with a towel
10. Fill the hot tub with hot running water and add the necessary chemicals
11. Close all valves and turn on the pumps
12. Let the hot tub run for three hours, then test the water and adjust chemicals if necessary
13. Once the chemical balance is correct, reopen the hot tub for guest use 
14. Record details of chemical use in the workplace logs
Special Considerations
· Ensure proper ventilation when using chemicals
· Follow WHMIS requirements and manufacturer instructions for all cleaning products
· Do not allow guests in the hot tub until cleaning is complete and chemical levels are correct
In Case of Emergency
· Report hazards, incidents, and near misses immediately to your supervisor, Joint Health and Safety Committee, or Worker Health and Safety Representative (if applicable)
· Get first aid immediately for cuts or injuries.
· For chemical splashes in the eyes, rinse immediately with water and seek medical attention if needed
· Follow all first aid instructions provided on the Safety Data Sheet (SDS)
Additional Safety Resources
· WorkSafeBC Chloramines: Safe Work Practices http://www.worksafebc.com/resources/health-safety/books-guides/chloramines-safe-work-practices?lang=en 
· WorkSafeBC WHMIS Information https://www.worksafebc.com/en/health-safety/hazards-exposures/whmis
· Swimming pool and spa chemicals https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/home-garden-safety/swimming-pool-spa-cleaning.html  
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