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Loading and Unloading Helicopter Baskets



Loading and Unloading Helicopter Baskets
Purpose
This Safe Work Practice explains how to safely load and unload equipment into a helicopter basket
This procedure supports employer and worker duties under the Workers Compensation Act.
Know Your Responsibilities
Employers Must
· Provide a safe workplace and equipment
· Identify, assess, and control hazards
· Train and supervise workers in safe practices
· Maintain SWPs, emergency procedures, and safety policies
· Investigate and report incidents
Workers Must
· Follow safe work practices and procedures
· Wear and use required PPE
· Report hazards or unsafe conditions
· Participate in training and drills
· Work safely to protect self and others
What Could Go Wrong?
· Strains from lifting or carrying heavy equipment
· Falls from slips or trips on snow, ice, or uneven ground
· Injuries from rotor wash, noise, or flying debris
· Injuries from loose items being pulled into the helicopter  
Before You Start
· Be trained and authorized 
· Take time to assess the situation and plan your approach
· Confirm roles before loading or unloading equipment
· Plan who will communicate with the pilot, hold the door, and carry equipment
· Prepare a landing pad area to use as a work site
· Ensure the area is clear of loose clothing, plastic bags, or debris 
Required PPE
· High visibility apparel
· Hearing protection
· Eye protection
· Dust mask as required  
Safe Work Steps
Bundling Skis
Powder straps
1. Twist both straps together in the same direction around both skis between the toe and heel of the binding
2. Drag skis by the tips
With wrist straps
1. Place one strap on each ski tip
2. Twist the straps together tightly
3. Place a Velcro ski strap between the toe and heel bindings through the buckle and secure tightly
4. Ensure the straps are tight before loading or unloading
5. Drag skis by the tips
Without wrist straps
1. Turn poles upside down and place baskets between the ski tips
2. Use two straps. One near the ski tips and one between the toe and heel of the binding
Loading Equipment
1. Pack a landing pad to create a stable work area
2. Stack skis in pairs beside the landing pad
3. Knock excess snow off skis before stacking
4. Wait until helicopter rotors are shut down before loading
5. Do not lift skis above your head around the helicopter
6. Lock the ski box open with the locking mechanism
7. Lift one pair of skis at a time into the ski basket
8. Use proper lifting techniques when lifting equipment
9. Close and lock the basket carefully
Unloading Equipment
1. The guide will open and close the ski basket
2. Maintain visual contact with your helper
3. Ensure stable footing before lifting
4. One person holds the ski tips and the other holds the tails
5. Lift bundled skis out of the basket using proper lifting techniques
6. Keep skis horizontal when removing them to prevent them from lifting toward the rotor
Special Considerations
· Helicopter areas are noisy and windy due to rotor wash
Clear communication and planning are important to prevent confusion and accidents 
In Case of Emergency
· Report hazards, incidents, and near misses immediately to your supervisor, Joint Health and Safety Committee, or Worker Health and Safety Representative (if applicable)
· Get first aid immediately for cuts or injuries
· Follow pilot or guide instructions during any helicopter emergency
Additional Safety Resources
· WorkSafeBC OHS Guidelines Part 29 – Aircraft Operations https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-guidelines/guidelines-part-29 
· Helicat Canada Safety https://www.helicat.org/safety 
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