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Loading and Unloading Snowcat Baskets




Loading and Unloading Snowcat Baskets
Purpose
This Safe Work Practice explains how to safely load and unload equipment, skis, and snowboards into a snowcat basket
This procedure supports employer and worker duties under the Workers Compensation Act.
Know Your Responsibilities
Employers Must
· Provide a safe workplace and equipment
· Identify, assess, and control hazards
· Train and supervise workers in safe practices
· Maintain SWPs, emergency procedures, and safety policies
· Investigate and report incidents
Workers Must
· Follow safe work practices and procedures
· Wear and use required PPE
· Report hazards or unsafe conditions
· Participate in training and drills
· Work safely to protect self and others
What Could Go Wrong?
· Musculoskeletal injuries from lifting or twisting
· Slips, trips, or falls around the snowcat
· Injuries from falling equipment if straps or storage are not secure
· Confusion or accidents if communication with the operator is unclear  
Before You Start
· Be trained and authorized 
· Take time to assess the situation and plan your approach
· Confirm roles: who communicates with the operator and who handles equipment
· Ensure stable footing around the machine
· Check all straps and storage compartments before loading/unloading 
Required PPE
· High visibility apparel
· Hearing protection
· Eye protection
· Any additional PPE required by the hazards of the work activity
Safe Work Steps
Bundling Skis
Powder Straps
1. Twist both straps in the same direction around both skis between toe and heel of the binding
With Wrist Straps
2. Place one strap on each ski tip
3. Twist straps tightly together
4. Place Velcro ski strap between toe and heel bindings through the buckle and secure
5. Always drag skis by the tips
Without Wrist Straps
6. Turn poles upside down and nest baskets between the ski tips
7. Use two straps: one near the tips and one between toe and heel bindings
Loading/Unloading Equipment
8. The guide opens and closes the storage caddy
9. Always keep visual contact with your helper
10. Maintain stable footing around the machine
11. When lifting skis or snowboards, one person holds the tips and the other holds the tails
12. Always use proper lifting techniques
13. Load and unload equipment from the back, side, or roof storage carefully
14. Ensure all straps are secure and locked before the snowcat moves
15. Be aware that snowcat vibrations can dislodge improperly secured equipment
Special Considerations
· Never toss items from person to person
· Communicate clearly with helpers and operator
· Check roof and storage caddies for snow and ice that may affect stability 
In Case of Emergency
· Report hazards, incidents, and near misses immediately to your supervisor, Joint Health and Safety Committee, or Worker Health and Safety Representative (if applicable)
· Get first aid immediately for cuts or injuries
· Follow workplace emergency procedures if someone is injured or pinned
Additional Safety Resources
· WorkSafeBC OHS Regulation Part 16 – Mobile Equipment https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-regulation/part-16-mobile-equipment  
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